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*Please note: All articles are available in the attached PDF. 
*To receive the Daily News Digest in your inbox, email R6Press@epa.gov. 
 
1 – KMCO identifies worker killed in explosion at Crosby chemical plant, Houston Chronicle, 4/3/19 
https://www.chron.com/news/houston-texas/houston/article/Crosby-chemical-fire-to-be-investigated-by-U-S-
13737843.php 

Officials at KMCO chemical plant in Crosby have identified the worker who was killed in Tuesday's explosion and fire. 
The U.S. Chemical Safety Board said Wednesday it will be investigating the KMCO chemical plant fire. 
 
2 – Cause of deadly KMCO explosion in Crosby still unknown, ABC 13, 4/3/19 
https://abc13.com/worker-who-died-in-kmco-explosion-identified/5232442/ 

One person has died and two were critically injured in a fire Tuesday morning at KMCO chemical plant in Crosby, the 
second significant fire at a chemical plant in the Houston area within three weeks. 
 

3 – Topic Page: US ITC terminal tank fire, ICIS, 4/3/19 
https://www.icis.com/explore/resources/news/2019/04/03/10343669/topic-page-us-itc-terminal-tank-fire/ 

A storage tank caught fire at Intercontinental Terminals Company's (ITC) Deer Park facility in La Porte, Texas on 17 
March. The fire lasted for several days, spreading to tanks containing toluene, xylenes, naphtha, gasoline blendstocks 
and base oils used to make machine lubricants. 
 
4 – Crude oil tanks catch fire in Crosby after lightning strike, Houston Chronicle, 4/4/19 
https://www.chron.com/neighborhood/lakehouston/news/article/Crude-oil-tanks-catch-fire-in-Crosby-after-13740718.php 

Small crude oil tanks caught fire early Thursday in Crosby after a lightning strike during overnight storms, according to 
authorities. The fire was reported around 1:19 a.m. at a well site on Sralla Road, the Crosby Volunteer Fire 
Department said in a Facebook post. 
 
5 – Texas House hearing on ITC fire on Friday, Baytown (TX) Sun, 4/4/19 
http://baytownsun.com/news/article_0baf7ec8-5676-11e9-96f3-4b9e9869d3b7.html 
Two Texas House of Representatives committees will hold a joint hearing about the recent ITC fire in Deer Park about 
10:30 a.m. Friday at the Capitol in Austin. The hearing is scheduled to be live-streamed so it can be viewed on most 
standard desktop and mobile Internet devices. 
 
6 – Lawmakers press Wheeler on spending cuts, climate change, E&E News, 4/3/19 
https://www.eenews.net/greenwire/2019/04/03/stories/1060141913 
EPA Administrator Andrew Wheeler testified this morning before the Senate Interior, Environment and Related 
Agencies Appropriations Subcommittee. He had to defend the White House fiscal 2020 budget for EPA, which would 
give the agency about $6.1 billion, slashing nearly a third of its current funds at roughly $8.8 billion. 
 
7 – Every Breath You Take: An Indoor Smog Story, Texas Public Radio, 4/3/19 
https://www.tpr.org/post/every-breath-you-take-indoor-smog-story 

Thanks to federal regulations, our outdoor air has half the emissions from harmful gases that it had four decades ago.  
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Sounds great, right? Except Americans spend around 90 percent of their lives indoors, according to an EPA-funded 
study. So what do we know about the air we breathe inside? Turns out, very little. (audio interview) 
 
8 – Court examines oil and gas wastewater dumping, E&E News, 4/4/19 
https://www.eenews.net/energywire/2019/04/04/stories/1060142569 

Green groups yesterday asked a federal appellate court to review a permit for waste disposal from hydraulic 
fracturing operations in the Gulf of Mexico. 
 
9 – Bill would let some companies keep pollution info secret, The Oklahoman, 4/4/19 
https://newsok.com/article/5627662/bill-would-let-some-companies-keep-pollution-info-secret? 

Conservation groups are taking aim at the Oklahoma Environmental, Health and Safety Audit Privilege Act as a poison 
pill that favors industry over those who seek to protect Oklahoma’s environment. 
 
10 – Corps studies improving New Orleans levees to keep pace with hurricane flood risk, New Orleans Times-
Picayune, 4/3/19 
https://www.nola.com/environment/2019/04/corps-studies-improving-new-orleans-levees-to-keep-pace-with-
hurricane-flood-risk.html 
The Army Corps of Engineers is embarking on studies of potential improvements to the east bank and West Bank 
hurricane levee systems because portions of the post-Katrina levee system are likely to be inadequate to reduce risk 
from stormwater surges created by a so-called 100-year storm as early as 2023. 
 
11 – Climate advisory panel disbanded by Trump releases report, E&E News, 4/4/19 
https://www.eenews.net/climatewire/2019/04/04/stories/1060142391 

A climate science advisory panel disbanded by the Trump administration released a report today outlining the steps 
communities can take to prepare for climate change. 
 
12 – OPINION: Changing the visual narrative of climate change, New Orleans Times-Picayune, 4/4/19 
https://expo.nola.com/opinion/g66l-2019/04/6618cf893d901/changing-the-visual-narrative-of-climate-change.html 
There is a vast amount of media to consume related to climate change. We are bombarded with images and stories 
about the crisis that is looming, or already underway, for residents of coastal environments on a daily basis. What is 
missing from the conversation is how Louisiana fits into the larger international paradigm shift of how we inhabit 
coastal space and what that physically looks like. 
 
13 – Judge: Shingle Mountain has 90 days to disappear from southeast Dallas, Dallas Morning News, 4/4/19 
https://www.dallasnews.com/opinion/commentary/2019/04/03/judge-shingle-mountain-90-days-disappear-
southeast-dallas 

By July, at the very latest, Shingle Mountain should no longer cast its hideous shadow over southeast Dallas. No, this 
is not another temporary shutdown requested by city attorneys and signed by a judge. And this is not another time-
out in a case that never should have gotten this far to begin with. This is it. Or, it should be. 
 
14 – Cyanide plant permit revoked by Jefferson Parish Council in extraordinary about-face, New Orleans Times-
Picayune, 4/4/19 
https://www.nola.com/politics/2019/04/cyanide-plant-permit-revoked-by-jefferson-parish-council-in-extraordinary-
about-face.html 
Jefferson Parish halted Cornerstone Chemical Co.'s plans to build a hydrogen cyanide plant at Waggaman on 
Wednesday (April 3). The Parish Council yanked the permit for the $100 million project in an extraordinary reversal 
from its decision 15 months ago. 
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(0) COMMENTS

Welcome to the discussion.
Keep it Clean. Please avoid obscene, vulgar, lewd, racist or sexually-oriented language.
PLEASE TURN OFF YOUR CAPS LOCK.
Don't Threaten. Threats of harming another person will not be tolerated.
Be Truthful. Don't knowingly lie about anyone or anything.
Be Nice. No racism, sexism or any sort of -ism that is degrading to another person.
Be Proactive. Use the 'Report' link on each comment to let us know of abusive posts.
Share with Us. We'd love to hear eyewitness accounts, the history behind an article.

“Working with local leaders, state agencies, and industry experts, we will make certain our community
is safe and prosperous.”

Cain’s legislative director, Trevor Harris, said confirmed witnesses for the hearing include Toby Baker
from the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, David Gray from the Environmental Protection
Agency, Francisco Sanchez from the Harris County Office of Homeland Security and Emergency
Management and Jerry Mouton, mayor of Deer Park.

The hearing will be in Room E1.30. To see it online, go to capitol.texas.gov website and find the
“Video Broadcasts” link under “Legislative Activity.”

The meeting will be at 10:30 a.m. or following adjournment of the House.

Post a comment Watch this discussion.
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